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Protest: Before their eviction, Occupy Tacoma protesters march through the streets demanding justice and fair employment.

Occupy Tacoma evicted from public park

O

many to see the eviction as only a
matter of time. Within hours, Occupy Tacoma’s General Assembly, the
movement’s own consensus-based
decision making body, voted to comply with the eviction order. The eviction did not escalate into a confrontation with police, as in other cities
such as Seattle and Oakland. The
News Tribune reported that authorities did not show up to force the
group off the property thanks to their
willing cooperation.
Tacoma Mayor Marilyn Strickland praised the protestors for their
cooperation and encouraged them to
continue their activism, saying that
“Occupy Tacoma has distinguished
itself and honored the statement
made throughout the four-month occupation of Pugnetti Park by having the smoothest and most peaceful transition of any Occupy group of
which I am aware.”
The shutdown of the encampment
marks the end of the physical occupation but not the Occupation movement. Some members have said they
will look for another area in Tacoma
to continue the protest. More importantly, however, members say the
shutdown has led to a general re-focusing of their efforts and goals. Alan
OldStudent [sic], a prominent figure
of Occupy Tacoma, gave a speech to
a small crowd of protestors as they
broke down the camp.
“We are not marking the end of
Occupy Tacoma. We are instead

By ERIK PRANG

ccupy Wall Street
has been the subject of much controversy since it began last year, but one
thing few would dispute is the resilience of the movement. In dozens
of cities nationwide, Occupiers have
maintained their characteristic encampments or vigils in public spaces for almost six months, despite
harsh weather and increasing pressure from authorities and political
opponents. The weather may be improving, but the legal climate is not,
as reflected by the recent closure of
Occupy Tacoma’s camp downtown
amid liability and public nuisance
concerns. Despite being denied the
ability to occupy public space indefinitely, many of the group’s members
maintain that the change is merely an
opportunity to transform the movement. The challenge, they say, will be
to shift toward occupying public discourse itself, rather than focusing on
the symbolic acts of occupying public space.
The Tacoma encampment had
been allowed to remain in Don
Pugnetti Park on Pacific Ave. in
downtown Tacoma since the protests
began last October. To some, it was
a surprise on February 24 when the
Washington Department of Transportation/State Patrol issued an eviction order to the group. However,
complaints about safety, liability and
illegal activity on the premises led

see OCCUPY page 2

“You have a smudge on your forehead.” On Wednesday, Feb. 22 many
people were stating the obvious to
the small population walking around
with ash crosses on their foreheads.
Possibly unknown to those curious
inquirers was that Wednesday happened to be Ash Wednesday, the kickoff to the Lent season and the forty
days prior to Easter.
In an online interview with University Chaplain Dave Wright, he described Lent as follows:
“Ultimately, Lent became a season in which all those in the church
community would prepare for Easter alongside both new converts and
those reuniting with the community,
hearing an invitation to spend that
season in reflection, prayer, fasting,
service and study—a time of developing and strengthening their own faith
and practice. Lent is generally (within
most Protestant communities and the
Roman Catholic communities) calculated as starting on the Wednesday
40 days prior to Easter, not including
Sundays—the day that we now know
as Ash Wednesday.
“Lent is primarily practiced within Christian communities that have a
more formal liturgical and theological tradition, although many other
Christian communities either observe
Lent or mark other seasons of repentance/prayer/fasting/etc. In terms of
observing Lent, the most common
(and most widely known) practice is
related to fasting. Common practices include refraining from things like
chocolate, desserts, coffee, or similar
“non-necessary” foods or activities;
many individuals also abstain from
eating red meat throughout the season or and/or limit their meat intake
to fish/seafood on Fridays during the
season.
“Those who participate in Ash
Wednesday as a formal start to Lent
usually receive a cross-shaped mark
of ash on their forehead that day (as a
temporary but visible and public sign
of their intent to engage in Lenten
practices). Increasingly people within Christian communities that observe Lent are also using the language
of “doing something FOR Lent” —
to spend the forty days intentionally
adding acts of service, justice, or faith
development to their lives.”
Junior Chloe Wallace, who spoke
at the Ash Wednesday service said,
“I am often questioned about whether or not the practice of Lent is Biblical. My response is that it really depends on your definition of the word.
If someone asks if the Bible specifically instructs Christians to observe the
Lenten season, then the answer would
see LENT page 2
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marking a new stage in our struggle.”
Most importantly, he reiterated the
movement’s symbolic significance and
encouraged continued activism for the
cause: “Let’s look at what brought us
to this Occupy movement in the first
place: it was the driving desire for justice…. We, the 99%, are beginning to
develop class consciousness. Occupy
Tacoma can never be evicted from our
consciousness.”
At Puget Sound, the Occupy movement still has both supporters and critics. Several students shared the optimistic view of the movement’s future.
“The movement is headed into the
next phase. It is becoming less about
the visual aspect and the symbol of the
protests, and focusing on spreading
the message behind it,” said one student anonymously. The movement still
faces other challenges, some of which
have been issues since the beginning.
One issue is public criticism over
their lack of a clear and tangible goal,
or even a figurehead to represent it.
The leaderless structure led to vagueness in the group’s communication of
its message to the public. One student
commented that while nearly all of
them can describe the movement and
its goals at length, “everyone seems a
little confused as to why they were supporting it, and nothing seemed to fit
into a general theme.”
Sophomore Casey Krolczyk, a student sympathetic to the movement,
commented that “there was a lot of
time spent on mundane issues rather
than the issues that brought us there
in the first place. The equality-based
structure was democratic, compassionate, and empowered some of the
most disenfranchised people in the
city, but it tended to be ineffective
when we needed to be pushing the
movement forward. The camp faced a
lot of internal problems that kept them
from reaching their full potential. We
are going to need a more structured,
values-based system of leadership that
employs the effectiveness of a hierarchical system, but doesn’t lose sight of
the compassion and empowerment
Occupy realized.”
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I’ve just been referred to as a “woman in Tacoma.”
PB: Yes, that one’s my favorite.
It makes you sound like a 35-year
old housewife who hates Rick Santorum. The question on everyone’s
lips, so to speak, is why?
NJ: It was… I dunno, we had
talked about doing it—a couple
of other people who I was going
with—and then we had the stuff,
and we got there… and it just kinda happened. I went up to him,
and I shook his hand, and I told
him about how the marriage bill
that he had been calling ‘intolerate’ had been affecting people that
I love, and then it was kind of just
like BAM! there’s glitter in his face.
So it was kind of impulsive, but…
yeah.

against Rick Santorum?
NJ: (laughs) He’s a homophobe
and a misogynist, and a racist also
besides that… but, in general, his
disrespect for anyone that is not
a white male heterosexual Christian is just mind-blowing. It actually is mind-blowing. One of my
friends asked him a question before
I had the chance to talk to him, and
he just completely blew her off—
didn’t even give her the time of day
or actually try and answer the question… so he was just super disrespectful about it.

PB: (laughs) Okay, on this campus that makes sense.
NJ: I’m just very much like…
pro-equality in general. Very much
about human rights. I don’t pay as
much attention to say, economics
—they’re definitely important, but
human rights are really where my
passion for politics lays.

PB: That’s silly. A few very vocal people have made the argument
that what you did is counter-productive to what you’re fighting for.
How do you feel about that? What’s
your response to that?
NJ: I feel as though—well, first of
all if they’re still upset about it they
need better things to worry about,
and I sound like an asshole when
I say that… but glitter bombing
is tactical frivolity, and the whole
point is to be outrageous, and in
doing so it’s more to just draw attention to it, not so much about
having a solid discussion about it.
I think if those people where there
and were actually trying to talk to
him they would realize that that is
physically impossible. Even so, I
was actually having a conversation
with another one of my friends the
other day about how crazy is it that
if you go up to a lot of politicians,
or write them letters or things like
that, you’ll get the same generic response and they won’t

PB: What exactly do you have

see Q&A page 7

The various Christian Life clubs
each provide their own opportunities for spiritual practice and growth
(which may or may not be directly
focused on Lent) each week.
For those seeking a more intellectual engagement with issues of religion and society, one highlight during Lent (but not formally “of ” Lent)
is a lecture being given by UW/Ohio
State faculty member Tanya Erzen
on Mar. 22 at 5pm in the Rotunda offering a critical exploration of
the ways in which some private, forprofit prisons use Christian conversion/transformation techniques in
their management of prisoners. As
we get closer to Easter, Christian
Life Council will offer a Holy Week
chapel service on Thursday, Mar.
5 at 7 p.m. in Kilworth Memorial
Chapel. It will focus on the stories
of Palm Sunday, the Last Supper and
Jesus’ death. There will then be two
Easter services on Sunday, Apr. 7 – a
short Sunrise Service at 6:30am on

the plaza in front of Wyatt Hall, and
a more traditional Easter Service at
9am in Kilworth.
All of these services are open to
anyone who would like to come, and
members of the community are always invited to participate or observe as is appropriate for their own
spiritual identity or interest.
As Jewish and Christian observance calendars overlap this year,
the annual campus Passover Seder
will be held on Friday, Apr. 6 in the
Rotunda (tickets will be on sale soon
through the Info Center). Similarly,
the Seder is open to all who either
want to participate out of their own
identity within the Jewish belief or
who wish to observe or participate
to learn more about this practice.
There is also a group of students
on campus who are in the process
of beginning an intercessory prayer
group (praying on behalf of another). As Lyanna Diaz, who is one of
the co-founders of this group, states,

“It seems like there is no unity between the Christian groups on campus; that we are existing in the same
area, but separately, not relying on
each other. Part of the great thing
about a prayer group is that it is
not specific to any denomination or
club; it’s just a place to come together for prayer with other believers.”
This group is not really considered
a club, but rather, simply a gathering
for fellowship and support; something that is not only especially important during the Lent season but
every day, for people of faith and
people not of faith alike.
If anyone is interested in becoming a part of this group, contact Lyanna by emailing her at ladiaz@
pugetsound.edu. Previous meetings
have been held in Wheelock 201 at
9pm on Wednesday. However, due
to the group being new, this time
may possibly change so as to accommodate the schedules of attendees,
so if you would like to attend, please

The following incidents have
been reported to Security Services
between February 28, 2012 and
March 5, 2012:

A student reported the rear wheel
on his bicycle was damaged while
it was locked outside Todd/Phibbs
residence hall.

Alcohol Violation

Chapel.
Burglary

Hit and Run Motor Vehicle
Accident

Drug Violation

Security staff contacted a student
outside Weyerhaeuser hall who
was suspected of violating state
and university alcohol laws.

with the Santorum glitter-bomber
By PHILLIP BRENFLECK

Nebraska Jones is the Logger
now infamous for glitter-bombing
Republican Presidential candidate
Rick Santorum on Monday, Feb. 13,
after his address at the Washington
State History Museum. Inspired by
the viral tactic made popular by
pro-equality and LGBT protesters, Jones was the fourth protester
to blanket Santorum in a “blizzard
of glitter,” and she was kind enough
to sit down to tell us why. Nebraska
Jones is a pseudonym used for legal
purposes.
Phillip Brenfleck: So you glitter
bombed Rick Santorum. How does
that make you feel?
Nebraska Jones: Ummm…

LENT

continued FROM page 1

be a simple “no.” However, the observation of Lent is most certainly built
on Biblical principles, such as reflection on Christ’s suffering and death,
repenting and confessing sins, fasting as a way to center oneself and focus on Christ, and sacrificial giving
to assist the poor. It’s about denying
yourself and taking up your cross.”
For those on campus who might
be interested in learning more or
participating in this tradition there
are some resources on campus. The
Ash Wednesday Service on Feb. 22
provided a chance for around 45
students, faculty, and staff to gather and hear a reflection from Chloe
Wallace and receive the mark of the
cross in ash. There was an ecumenical Christian chapel service on Sunday, Mar. 4 and will be another on
Sunday, Apr. 1 at 7pm in Kilworth.

(laughs) Interesting! I wasn’t expecting to have it blow up on campus as much as it did. When I came
back and everyone was like ‘OH
MY GOSH! You’re the one!’ and
people were pointing at me in the
SUB and being like ‘That’s the girl,
that’s the girl!’ I wasn’t expecting
any of that, so that was a little overwhelming.
PB: Understandably so.
NJ: Yeah, it was pretty overwhelming. I was a little bit intimidated to go places just because I
wasn’t sure how that was all gonna
work out.
P: Have any news publications
released your name?
NJ: No, it hasn’t been released.

PB: So you went there with the
glitter intending to do it?
NJ: With the possibility of doing
it. We weren’t one-hundred percent convinced.
PB: Okay, that’s understandable.
Can you briefly describe your political beliefs?
NJ: I’m pretty liberal.

Securit y Report

A student witnessed a vehicle
hit another vehicle while it was
leaving the Library parking lot.
Vandalism/Malicious Mischief

The Puget Sound Trail

Security and Residence Life
responded to three complaints
about marijuana use in the
residence halls. One occurred in
Seward hall and two in Todd/
Phibbs.

Theft from Motor Vehicle
There were two incidents involving
thefts from vehicles. One vehicle
was parked in the Library lot and
the other on N. 18th Street near the

A university laptop computer
was discovered stolen from a staff
members office on N. 15th Street.
Entry to the office area was forced.
Also, student reported his laptop
computer was stolen from his
room on Union Ave. He was not
able to confirm if the room was
locked.
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Demand for on-campus daycare must be swiftly met
By ANYA CALLAHAN

Parenting alone is a full-time
job; when paired with the reality
of needing to work, life can become overwhelmingly stressful.
The balance between a career and
parenthood can often be mediated
by support from within working
communities.
Many universities and educational institutions offer childcare options for their community. In fact, my high school even
had a daycare for staff and students with children. However, the
University of Puget Sound still
fails to provide this vital service
to our community. While there
are a significant number of parents on campus, there still is a lack
of regard for the need of a campus daycare. Furthermore, failure
to provide working parents with
such services reinforces normative gender roles and perpetuates
workplace inequalities, as the burden of daytime childcare overwhelmingly falls to women when
one parent is forced to put a career on hold.
In 2010 an ad hoc committee
was formed by the faculty senate
to do the following: analyze preexisting reports on the issue of
campus childcare; survey current
faculty, staff and grad students on
the aptitude of existing childcare
options available; survey daycares
and their flexibility; and determine feasible solutions. This was
all to be reported to the Senate.
The committee developed and
administered a survey that was

PHOTO COURTESY / ALLEN WARD

Left Out: The daycare center included the in preliminary Weyerhaeuser plans never came to fruition.
sent out to faculty, staff and graduate students.
Committee member Professor Leslie Saucedo said, “Of the
972 possible respondents, 597 responded (a 61-percent response
rate)” of that sample, 52.9 percent
had children with roughly onethird of the parents reporting that
they used childcare services.
Saucedo justified the need for

an on-campus solution based on
sheer demand, with 43 percent
of the respondents believing that,
“offering of an on-site or affiliated
childcare should be a moderately
high priority for the campus.”
After this the committee surveyed accessible daycares on their
flexibility, but this was a challenge
in and of itself. Many daycares
were not responsive, and those

who did return the committee’s
calls were entirely booked, with
only a few offering part-time care.
Reflecting on the situation,
Saucedo said that her “personal experience was that I only had
two options available for infant
care (0-2 years old) within a five
miles radius of campus.” The committee’s findings likewise revealed
a lack of nearby options for many

campus parents, requiring lengthy
commutes to daycare and further
straining the already dynamic and
busy lives of working parents.
“Given the lack of flexibility of
childcare available in the community and the need for flexible,
close, affordable, and inclusive
childcare, the Ad Hoc Committee on Childcare recommended that on-site childcare should
be included in the campus master plan. The committee felt that
a flexible on-site childcare center
would increase staff and faculty
productivity and improve faculty
recruitment and retention,” said
Saucedo.
Once the committee’s report
had been finalized and submitted
the administration stated, “A site
for potential on-campus childcare, if that could prove to be financially viable, was included in
the 2004 Tapestry of Learning
Campus Master Plan.” The site
was subsequently rejected by the
City of Tacoma, contrary to Puget
Sound’s hopes.
This was a very irritating response, especially considering
the campus community’s support
for daycare and classifying it as
a “high priority for the campus.”
Why hadn’t the administration
provided the committee with this
information prior to their investigation? And given that daycare is
not illegal or infringing on local
regulation, why had the 2004 proposal been denied?
The fate of this project still ap-

see DAYCARE page 4

Using existential threats to systematically manipulate opinions
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Fear itself: President Bush rallied support for war by evoking 9/11.

By HARRISON DIAMOND
Imagine you’re told that there is
an entity out there, something that
not only threatens your comfort,
freedoms and security, but also society at large. You, they say, must do
your part—fight the good fight—or
else say goodbye to all that you hold
dear. How would you react to such
an existential threat to reality as you
know it?
First, let us explore an increasingly popular theory in a small but
growing area of social psychology, Terror Management Theory. It
works like this: suppose we accept

that there is an inconsistency between the innate drive for continued survival and the unique understanding of human beings that our
lives, regardless of our attempts to
postpone the inevitable, are finite.
This awareness of our mortality is
thought to create an overwhelming
sense of existential anxiety that humans attempt to mitigate by adhering to cultural worldviews that exist
beyond our physical and temporal
selves.
For example, divides in societies often revolve around ideological
disputes regarding human rights,
environmental responsibility, for-

eign policy, public spending and
cultural differences: all of which reside in a domain outside of individual existence and persist beyond the
limits of a human lifetime.
Culture not only creates order
and meaning, but also allows one to
define his or herself as symbolically part of something that transcends
mortality. Accordingly, it seems that
humans tend to defend their worldview against those who hold contradictory values, as these opposing
ideologies threaten the constructs
by which existential terror is managed and minimized.
While this theory appears esoteric and obscure at first, I think it can
help to explain a fundamental yet
painfully overlooked strategy interwoven throughout the GOP’s discursive posturing. Open any newspaper, magazine or blog, and you’re
bound to find some riled-up Republican extolling socially conservative
virtues or condemning one act or
another as an abomination, a serious threat to your worldview.
Let’s think back to the wonderful
era when President George W. Bush
and his fantastic policy decisions
led us into two offensive wars and
effectively pissed-off the entirety of
the international community. Just
days before the 2004 Presidential
Elections, the Bush administration
deliberately took actions to increase
existential fear: releasing a video of
Osama bin Laden to the press, requesting increased vigilance by law
enforcement in anticipation of possible life-threatening situations, and
using discourse equating the potential election of John Kerry with the

increased probability of domestic
terrorist attacks.
Suddenly and against all odds, the
polls tipped in his favor. With the
populace sick and tired of two continual wars that failed to produce
positive (or any) results, and the increasing disapproval towards policies that slowly leeched the prized
rights to privacy Americans hold so
dearly, Bush was ushered back into
the White House for another four
hard-earned years as commander
in chief.
Wait, what? How can such an unpopular president reverse public
condemnation and rally voters behind unbelievably stupid and detrimental domestic and foreign policies?
I propose that existential fear
played a substantial role in President Bush’s reelection, and is continually utilized to manipulate public opinion and rally support behind
the causes taken up by media commentators and politicians alike.
Studies have found that existential
anxiety, which can be derived from
simply flashing the now culturally
infamous numbers 9/11, not only
could result in Democrats’ increasing support for Republican candidates, but also was able to change
the minds of voters who had previously stated they planned to vote for
John Kerry in the 2004 Election.
What’s more is that existential
anxiety was also found to increase
support for aggressive foreign policies, charismatic as opposed to
logical argumentation, approval of
suicide bombing attacks and derogation of other religions or beliefs.

These findings are derived from
just a few of the 250 (and counting) published studies on the role of
Terror Management Theory in manipulating personal preferences and
voter behaviors. The ramifications
of this research are beyond comprehension, potentially undermining
the core value of a democratic and
liberal society: free will and rational
self-directed behavior.
The real question remains: do the
figures, Democratic or Republican,
who climb up on their soapboxes
and shout that the American way
of life is under siege by foreign actors and factions within our midst,
know the true power of their words?
Whether ignorant ranting is
more or less harmful than cold political calculus remains to be seen.
Perhaps these politicians do understand the ramifications of declaring
Iran, contraception, cuts in military
spending, a rising China and the abstract notion of terrorism as grave
existential threats, but just in a different way.
One might hope that as educated and self-aware individuals, we
should be able to know when we’re
being played. Yet the vast majority
of Terror Management Theory experiments have taken place on college campuses all over the world. If
a population so trained in analytical reasoning and opinionated argumentation can be significantly
affected by the invocation of existential fear, I hope for all our sakes
that Terror Management Theory remains obscure enough to avoid introduction into the playbooks of
democratic politics.

Want your opinion to be heard?

If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit our
new website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We will select responses
each week to publish in the next issue.
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Undervaluation of education in politics reveals epistemic failures
By KATE EASLEY
In light of the Republican Party’s slew of ridiculous and incompetent presidential candidates and the
deaf ear turned toward Occupy Wall
Street’s message of limiting the influence of money on domestic politics,
it is easy for a semi-educated person
to be in a state of complete astonishment followed by acute apathy. Witnessing the “unbiased” TV coverage
of religious fanatics who are given
the same amount of airtime as educated, rational people can give one
the sense that something is a bit off.
Well, something is definitely off.
According to an article by Sara
Robinson published in Truthout
(“Does College Make Us Less
Equipped to Change the World?”),
the political landscape of this country has become one in which creativity is bashed in favor of “comfortable old truths,” which in many cases
seem eerily similar to lies. In the political debates we witness today, factual evidence is being replaced by the
emotional appeal of hot button social
issues.
In college, on the other hand, we
are taught to think critically about
specific issues, to recognize gray areas, to thoroughly understand all
sides of the debate and to construct
an argument based on logic and
fact. Yet if one wants to bring about
change in this country, it seems like
these skills have become not only unhelpful, but in many cases, detrimental to one’s success.
According to Robinson, “the kind
of thinking we learned in our classrooms actually makes us kinda dumb
politically.” In higher education we

DAYCARE
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pears murky and undecided,
which is sadly not too surprising. As women become ever more
present within the public sector,
holding demanding careers, a new
need has surfaced to make women’s involvement in the working
sector feasible through providing
comprehensive programs in support of gender equality.
Society is still in the midst of a
transition towards understanding
the neutrality of assigned gender
roles. What may have been traditionally perceived as women’s duties (parenting, cleaning, cooking) and men’s duties (providing
financial support and stability
for his family by participating in
the working sector) is now being
challenged by the reality of gender
equity. Society is beginning to understand that women and men are
both capable of private and public
affairs, and women should not be
intrinsically tied to the house because of her reproductive capabilities.
In 2009 a report by the Washington Post stated that stay-athome dads made up approximately 2.7 percent of America’s
stay-at-home parents, and 20 percent of married mothers take parenting on as a full-time job.
The University’s failure to meet
the campus’ demand for daycare
can be seen as perpetuating gender oppression and representing
one of the systematic dysfunctions within our society. In contributing to the imbalance between the numbers of full-time
mothers versus that of full-time
fathers, the current situation only
serves to put women at a social
and economic disadvantage.

PHOTO COURTESY / WIKIPEDIA

Case in point: Calling Obama a ‘snob’ for advocating college education demonstrates a disconnect.
are taught to be original and that
your thesis ‘needs to be your own.’
PhDs are handed out with this same
principle in mind. Yet politicians are
torn apart if their ideas seem too radical, too original or too un-American.
Robinson goes on to say, “A politician who flies too far forward of the
great mass of public opinion risks being seen as flaky, flighty, and generally untrustworthy.” The neo-conservatives of today are especially skilled
at walking in lockstep and showing
a unity of opinion about specific issues.

This unity is impossible among
progressives, who tend to regard
original thought, to quote Robinson,
as “the most prized commodity there
is.”
When writing any type of essay in college, even a poetry analysis, your claims need to be backed
up with clear evidence. It is definitely false that there is no right or
wrong answer in the arts—you can
argue something to death, but if your
claims aren’t based on evidence in
the text, your grade and your teacher’s opinion of you will suffer. If I
tried to bend the meaning of John

Keats’ “Ode on Melancholy” to assert
that the speaker is just depressed, my
professor would tell me I was wrong.
On the other hand, warping the
evidence to fit your argument is one
of the most important skills a good
political strategist can have in today’s
polarized, partisan environment.
If a presidential candidate reads
the U.S. Constitution and says,
“Clearly, what the founding fathers
want most of all is a unified church
and state and for the Bible to be the
sole point of reference for any issue,”
the statement will be applauded by
many and reported on by the news

media as a valid and legitimate claim.
It seems that we have gotten to a
point in this country where there is
no right or wrong answer in politics,
and a misreading of our foundational document is regarded with less severity than an incorrect interpretation of one line of a poem in a college
class.
Is there any hope? In the article
“Against the Current: Developing the
Civic Agency of Students,” published
in the online magazine Change, Harry C. Boyte talks about a program
called Public Achievement, which is
currently being implemented in universities across the country.
The program is designed to teach
students “organizing skills and concepts such as one-on-one interviewing, public speaking, and collective
evaluation. Students also learn about
political concepts such as power, selfinterest, and public work across differences.”
These specific skills combined
with the power of quality higher
education could help revitalize the
dumbed-down political dialogue
we are forced to stomach. The relationship between students and politicians has been turned on its head.
Students are more rigorous with the
truth than political candidates, causing many young people to regard political dialogue as beneath them.
The political realm is morphing into a series of sound bites and
meaningless talking points designed
to mislead rather than inform. Intelligent people are running away
from politics, but we need their voices now more than ever to drown out
the sound of racist, homophobic, misogynistic, education-bashing trash.

Contentious affirmative action case clears path for
reevaluation of historically controversial policy
By MATT ZAVORTINK
Recently, the Supreme Court
agreed to hear a case filed by a Texas teenager who claimed she was
denied multiple college admissions
due to her race. The student, who is
Caucasian, just missed the top 10%
cut-off of students guaranteed admission to the University of Texas
system. The remaining spots are allocated according to an undisclosed
and complex system in which race
plays a significant role.
The last affirmative action
case to reach the Supreme Court
was resolved clearly in favor of
the practice, but it is expected,
due to the current makeup of the
court justices, that the previous
decision may now be reversed.
Affirmative action policies take
factors like race, religion, gender, and sexual orientation into
account in processes such as college admissions and hiring. This
is typically justified as a means to
reverse current inequalities resulting from historical discrimination
such as slavery.
Opponents to affirmative action point out that certain groups,
such as Chinese Americans, whose
ancestors were frequently exploited during their migration into the
western United States, and Japanese
Americans, who were incarcerated
during the Second World War, have
generally overcome the socioeconomic disadvantages they were left
with relatively quickly.
This doesn’t imply that these
groups weren’t genuinely wronged

at some point in the past, but rather that large inequalities can correct
themselves without intervention in
the form of affirmative action.
In fact, I recall many friends from
high school say that on their college applications they declined to
state their race rather than choose
“Asian” under the belief that this
would increase their chances in a
pool containing a large percentage of Asian American applicants,
though there is no way to know for
sure if this actually helped.

fair treatment in very short periods of time, bringing to question
whether aid in the form of affirmative action is really necessary for
equality to be achieved, especially
when it can actively hinder the efforts of individuals from well-represented groups.
So rather than take factors like
race into account at all, I would
suggest that proponents of affirmative action simply focus instead on
increasing the accessibility of educational opportunities for those

“So rather than take factors like race into account at all, I
would suggest that proponents of affirmative action simply
focus on increasing the accessibility
of educational opportunities for those with lower
socioeconomic status in general. ”
To be honest, over the course
of researching affirmative action I
have been hesitant to take any sort
of strong stance due to the extremely sensitive nature of the issue,
which is confounded by a multitude
of questions and problems, such as
the complete lack of consensus regarding the exact meaning and validity of race as a concept. It seems
likely that some of the current disparities in socioeconomic status are
indeed remnants of past injustices
such as slavery or prejudice.
However, it is also true that certain groups have bounced back
from the debilitating effects of un-

with lower socioeconomic status in
general.
This solution is elegant given that
if a higher percentage of one race,
ethnicity or gender is more impoverished or otherwise disadvantaged than another, then they will
receive a larger relative portion of
increased aid and opportunities.
Once the status of the disadvantaged group is raised to a relatively
equivalent level as the majority, the
amount of assistance provided will
naturally be adjusted back down.
Interestingly, the previous Supreme
Court decision on affirmative action stated that it should only be

needed for 25 years before being
abolished, a limitation that doesn’t
need to be imposed on simply providing more benefits for disadvantaged citizens in general.
One problematic area is college
admissions, simply due to the fact
that there is already strong competition for limited space. However,
this is also where affirmative action
has the potential to do the most
harm, by denying qualified applicants entrance in favor of less qualified applicants from an underrepresented group.
It should also be pointed out that
individuals who actually have the
means to apply to college are less
likely to be representative of the
type of severe inequality that affirmative action is supposed to correct. Additionally, the presence of
any kind of trickle-down effect of
benefits from these individuals to
the underrepresented group they
are a part of is arguably non-existent.
Some might claim that there is
some inherent benefit to having diversity within the classroom, with
which I tend to agree. But it should
be noted that this issue is more
about one’s perspective on societal
divisions than any arbitrary classification like race. It is only when
we think of groups of people other than our own as being somehow
foreign and ‘other’ that we are likely to ascribe strange viewpoints to
their members that are more likely
to challenge us. This itself is more
likely part of the problem than a solution.

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University, or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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Puget Sound ranked among most awkward
universities; Gina, will you go out with me?
By FORD DENT
A recent list released by the online
news aggregator The Huffington Post
ranked Puget Sound among the 46
most socially awkward college campuses in the nation. Hey, Gina, its Ford. We
had lab together for the past two semesters. I sat on the opposite side... Anyway,
I was wondering—I mean if you’re not
busy or anything, and it’s totally fine if
you are—but I was wondering if maybe
sometime you wanted to go on a date?
The information on The Huffington Post was compiled in a study conducted by InsideCollege.com, which
provides absolutely no information on
how the study was conducted.
I mean, I know you’ve got Crew (I
saw you guys working out), and that
you spend 5-7:30 every night (except
weekends, of course) doing homework
in the library, but I think if you took the
time to get to know me that you’d see
we have a lot in common. I’d love to
show you my collection of handpainted
Warhammer 40K figurines, and if you
want you could help me paint some

new ones. I know you’re good at crafts
from our freshman year art class. Remember how good that painting was
that you did of two cups pouring into
each other?
With eight universities on the list,
Massachusetts was the biggest contributor. Puget Sound was the only college
from Washington that made the list.
Students at Puget Sound have had
mixed reactions to the article. Of the
30 people selected by The Trail to be
interviewed about the Huffington Post
article, 20 refused to answer emails or
phone calls, seven scheduled meetings
but never showed up and three people
screamed and passed out when our interviewer took out a pen to write down
their answers. All of the selected students see the interviewer on a regular
basis between classes, but are so enamored by their phones or the ground that
they do not make eye contact.
So please, please, just give me a call
if you want to get dinner or something
sometime. You already have my number; I put it in your phone when you
went to the bathroom in lab on Tuesday.

Brand-spankin’ new
Spring TV review
By PEARL KNUCKLESON
Suffering from TV fatigue? Have
you watched so much Netflix that
you’re beginning to see the red screen
everywhere you go? Well, you’re
S.O.L., because there’s a plethora of
new programming to make sure that
you won’t leave your house until the
authorities have called off the search.
Sunday
If you enjoy “The Simpsons” or
“Family Guy,” then you’ll love Seth
MacFarland’s “Dysfunctional Family.” Don’t worry if you’ve seen any of
FOX’s other cartoons, you know the
drill by now. There’s a mentally deficient dad with a wife WAY out of
his league, an awkward son, a hag of
a daughter, a talking house-cat with
two faces and Jabba the Hut in his
first official TV appearance.
Monday
Do you like “American Idol” or
“Monday Night Football”? Then you
might want to check out “America’s
Next Mascot,” a new reality show
where America decides on its new
personification for the 21st century,
regardless of how it will seem to future generations. And thanks to the
widely-diverse panel of judges, which
includes Glenn Beck, Alec Baldwin,
Ann Coulter, Rosie O’Donnell, Bill
O’Reilly and Bill Maher, it is guaranteed that there will never be a consensus.
Tuesday
If you enjoyed “Smallville” or “Heroes,” then you’re not only a horrible liar, but you will love “Superheroes Doing Absolutely Nothing
Dramatically”: an exciting new show
that wastes its potential by giving its
characters fantastic powers and having them do tasks that a corpse could
manage in true soap-opera fashion.
Tremble in anticipation at how a firefighter with the power to control fire
files his taxes! Soil your pants in ecstasy at the love affair between actors
that make Vin Diesel look like Lawrence Olivier! Feel moved to cry yet
emotionally numb when the 8-year
old girl who can levitate only at night
jumps off the roof a bit too late!

Wednesday
Love “Diners, Drive-ins & Dives”
or “Man vs. Food” and are hungry
for more? Then tune into “Homeless
Harry and the Dumpsters of America.” Available exclusively on the
Food Network, we follow Homeless
Harry in his quest to find the classiest dumpsters in the lower 48! This
week, celebrity guest Mario Batali accompanies Harry in dining at an alley
in Harlem that specializes in rejected
dog-food thrown out by the factory
next door. Yum!
Thursday
If you enjoy “The Office” or “Parks
& Recreation,” then you’ll love “The
Site,” where a camera crew follows the
work lives of a construction crew renovating a Chili’s in rural North Dakota. WARNING: Anyone without
a penis or anyone even remotely liberal might find this show offensive.
You have been cautioned, you mob
of chuckle******s and ***********salad eaters.
Friday
Historical shows such as “Ax Men”
or “Swamp People” are a great way to
spend a Friday night without friends.
If you’re one of those types, you’ll obsess over “Hill People,” a new miniseries that explores the last population group in the US who still haven’t
heard of electricity. Stick around to
the series finale to find out why it’s a
miniseries! (Hint: the footage was the
only thing the authorities found that
wasn’t partially chewed on.)
Saturday
Tune in this Sunday for a groundbreaking new show. It’s so unique, we
don’t even have other shows to make
this one feel familiar. Watch “Happy People,” where camera crews follow five Seattle area families that live
meaningful lives, stay out of pointless
drama, and do things that they aspire
to do. The characters are so full of
depth and understanding that you’ll
just want to strangle yourself right
there on the couch when you consider the way you’ve wasted your life!
In the first episode, the Simon Cowell
guest stars and is politely put up with
at the Lamarck family dinner.
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So, ummm: Gina, I just found this, and I think I see you in the back left. It’s really funny.

Tour guides 90% “full of crap”
By GILES FERGUSON
Last Tuesday, the Independent Tour
Guide Association of America posted
its annual review of Puget Sound’s campus tour program. The findings have
proven an embarrassment to the university. It seems that an incredible 90%
of what tour guides tell prospective students and their families is, in fact, complete horsecrap.
The lies told to visiting families range
widely, with the most common falsehood being “it’s not usually this rainy.”
Other oft-told lies include “everyone’s
probably studying,” and “I don’t smell
any pot.”
“There’s really not any incentive to be
fact-checking everything you say,” said
one former tour guide, who requested anonymity. “It’s not like any of these
prospective students are going to look

up the facts once they get home. And I
was usually pretty hungover whenever
I did a tour, anyway. So I just smiled a
bunch and said whatever came into my
head.”
The campus tour program has
drawn considerable criticism since the
release of the report. It would seem
that the qualifications for a job as a tour
guide are little less than an ability to
walk backward and talk for an extended period of time.
Due to the bad press and irrelevance
of the tour guides, the university is considering the replacement of all tours
with a brochure and a map, available at
the info center. However, such a change
may in turn necessitate the installation
of a large map near the school entrance,
indicating the location of the brochures
and maps.

Not everyone is outraged about the
high horsecrap levels among our tour
guides. Some have pointed out that this
may serve as an opportunity to play
up a significant part of Puget Sound’s
unique character: the dedication to
projecting a pleasing image at all times.
“Let’s face it. This isn’t a college so
much as it is a public relations stunt,”
said Tinfoil Joe, the drifter who’s been
living in the library basement since
1995.
“It’s a big tax write-off so some fat
cats can drink expensive wine at donor
meetings,” He continued. “We do our
best to play this thing off as a place of
learning, but it’s really all about image.
So why not lie? Come to Puget Sound,
where it’s always sunny, students give a
damn and your tuition dollars go right
to delivering a first-rate education.”

The Passive-Aggressive Manifesto

By ED SIZZURPHANDS

A spectre is haunting America: the spectre of passive aggression. Passive aggression has been acknowledged by all the powers as a power and the hour is ripe for us to openly, in the face of the world, publish our
views, our aims, and our tendencies—but only if you want to as well.
Passive Aggressors are by their nature REVOLUTIONARY. We can simultaneously pull guilt, anger and
tact into a single sentence designed to slowly destroy the mind. I think it’s great how well we passive aggressors have done...I just always thought we were more ambitious than that.
Consider friends, how we—half passive, half aggressive—have not realized our true power. It’s fine if you
want to stay under the iron boot of the blunt-minded, just don’t think about how your friends and family
will probably judge you for it each and every day. The blunt person has and continues to control conversation by cutting through the beautiful spider web of words, silences, sticky notes and HEY-YOUs a passive aggressor weaves. The blunt person is a nice guy, he is well meaning, but he must be extinguished permanently.
Only in numbers, together, can we vanquish the cruel conditions that straight conversation has created.
For the true passive aggressive person, only after every blunt-minded person has been destroyed in a nonbloodless brain altering revolution will we be successful. With a combined effort, we should be able to topple
all the unworthy through sheer aggravation, unless someone messes up. The blunt man’s fall and the victory
of the passive aggressive are inevitable. Show up to our meeting on Tuesday, unless you have better things
to do with better friends.
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PSO offers three spring break trips to California
By MARINA BALLERIA

Tomorrow, 12 students will
pile into a Puget Sound Outdoors
(PSO) van at the crack of dawn to
drive the 19 hours to Burlingame,
Calif. From there, they will start a
five-day backpacking trip in Death
Valley National Park, the hottest
and driest of all national parks
in the United States. The craziest
part about the experience is that
for two nights of the trip, the
campers will separate to adventure
completely alone.
This spring break, PSO will
embark upon three trips. The
Death Valley trip focuses on
giving students an opportunity
to experience both doing a “solo”
trip and seeing the beautiful,
stark desert landscape of Death
Valley. Another trip will drive
down to the canyon lands of
Moab, Utah, or if weather makes
Moab impossible, they will stop
in the rock climbing mecca of
Joshua Tree, Calif. Finally, a third
trip will be backpacking the Lost
Coast of Calif., an area known for
stunning emerald cliff sides and
unpredictably rainy weather.
This is the first time in recent
memory that PSO has sent out
three trips over spring break. Last
year’s spring break trip, which
went to Yosemite and the coastal
Redwoods, filled up the first day

sign-ups were posted. This past
year the club has seen an increase
in popularity and has in turn
increased the amount of trips it
sends out on weekends.
The Death Valley trip has also
been eagerly anticipated and all the
spots were filled within the first
two hours of sign-up. It attracted a
diverse group of students, ranging
from student PSO coordinator
and experienced trip leader
Anna Houston to freshmen like
Carlo Balleria, whose first and
only backpacking experience was
Passages. (Full disclosure—Carlo
is my brother.)
Junior Alex Brush, who is
leading the trip with senior
Jennie Noreen, says that all of the
participants are both experienced
enough or physically fit enough to
survive two days alone. Both of the
leaders have been certified with
Outdoor Leadership Experience.
As Houston explained, PSO
trips are usually proposed by
student members of PSO. “PSO
is almost completely studentrun. We are very leader-initiated,
and trips happen when leaders
come with their own proposals
and ideas and work with our trip
coordinators to make it happen.
We’re a very unique program in
that way,” Houston said.
Justin Canny, the Assistant
Director of Student Activities for

Outdoor Programs, believes that
it is more important that trips
are generated by the students
themselves.
“Most of our trips come from
the impetus of the leaders, because
what they generate is often better
than what I can come up with,”
said Canny.
In addition, these spring
break trips are meant to provide
activities for a range outdoor
experience levels. In the process,
the leaders are able to gain more
knowledge about how to lead
certain types of trips.
“It’s a benefit for the leader to
learn about how to do a longer
trip. After all, planning for five to
six days gives you the experience
to do a twenty-day trip,” said
Canny.
Brush was inspired to propose
this trip to PSO because it mirrors
his high school’s graduation
ritual, participation in a program
called Vision Quest. Graduates
of Brush’s high school could elect
to spend three days fasting in the
wilderness and on the fourth day,
return to civilization to receive
their diplomas. The experience
was extremely meaningful for
Brush and he hopes this trip will
provide other students a similar
opportunity.
“Soloing is a unique experience
for a college student or really

anyone who is falling into a
routine. It’s a time of self-reflection
and truly living in the moment,”
said Brush.
There are many safeguards
in place to make sure the trip
does not go afoul. Campers will
have a set area to spend their
solo time within and there is a
low-tech communication system
set-up between the leaders and
the participants. Each day the
participants will create a new
design in their pile of rocks to
signal their continued existence.
For Houston, this is one of many
PSO trips she has either been on
or led, but she sees the chance to
go off on her own as being unique.
“I’ve always wanted to do a solo
trip and this seemed like a good
introduction. Since I’m graduating
in May I am looking forward to
almost being forced to reflect on
my past four years here. If I didn’t
go on this trip I don’t know if I
would find the time or take the
time to appreciate the past four
years. Plus I’m hoping to befriend
a javelina.” Houston said.
For trip leader Noreen, she
says was attracted both to the
opportunity to spend time
reflecting and to spend time in
Death Valley. Her enthusiasm for
the desert landscape is contagious.
“I am most excited to see sand
dunes, hike in a new place and

to get out of the rain and into
the sun! Oh, and there are also
supposedly rocks that move across
the mud when the dirt gets wet
and it is windy, because there is
just enough friction in the mud
to make them slide—you can find
photos of crazy rock trails on the
flat expanses of cracked mud. It
looks pretty cool. I hope we see
that too,” said Noreen.
Balleria says he was struck by
an urge to get outdoors. His only
previous experience had been
doing backpacking with Passages,
and so he feels some trepidation
about snakes, sunburns and
carrying three gallons of water.
As for being alone for two days,
however, he seems unfazed.
“The leaders put a lot of
emphasis on the mental tax of it,
but I’m not too worried because
I’m a bit of an introvert so being
alone doesn’t bother me. I’m
planning on reflecting about how
the first three-quarters of the
year have gone, what I can do
differently and what I want for
the rest of my college career,” said
Balleria.
Brush says that he looks forward
most to the morning that all the
hikers come back from their solos.
“They’ll be sun burnt and tired,
but I can’t wait to see everyone
sit in a circle and talk about what
happened out there,” said Brush.

Resident Community Coordinators host finance seminar
By DANI SAGE
For many students, paying for
college is a significant concern,
especially at a private school like
Puget Sound. The financial ins and
outs of attending school are often
daunting and difficult to figure out,
but there is hope.
The resident community coordinators (RCCs) in Trimble organized an event called “Presidents
in Your Pocket” on Feb. 29 to offer
students the opportunity to learn
more about financial aid, not only
for students currently attending
college, but also for post-graduate
scholars. The RCCs for every residence hall are supposed to create events for their residents in
conjunction with other groups on
campus. For this event, they joined
efforts with Student Financial Services.
“We thought it would be a really great idea since there are a lot
of upperclassmen who are going to
have to start paying off loans and
paying taxes,” RCC Sarah Nordman said.
The program, held in the Murray Boardroom, was very small
and informal. This allowed Amy
VanZandt, a Student Financial Services Program Assistant, and Susie
O’Donnell, the Student Finance
Consultant and Loan Manager, to
provide information particular to
those attending, such as scholarship information.
There are a multitude of scholarships on the Puget Sound website,
including both outside scholarships as well as scholarships that
can be won through the school
based on certain standards. The
website presents other scholarships
not offered through the school, as
well, allowing students to search
through a variety of categories to
find the applications that best apply
to their circumstances or major.
The FAFSA was also discussed,
as many students fill out the form
in order to apply for financial aid
from the government.
“You should never have to pay
to fill it out…. Make sure you go
to the dot-gov website,” VanZandt
pointed out specifically. When filling out the form, students should
make sure they put in accurate information, even if they have not yet
filled out their taxes.
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Financial Guidance: Student Financial Services led a session to inform students about student loan options and management.
“Use estimates to the best of your
ability,” VanZandt said. Later, after
taxes are due, students can modify
their FAFSA in order to include
more precise financial information.
Along with the FAFSA, VanZandt discussed the 1098-T tax
form which claims educational tax
credits and can be found electronically on the Educational Computer
Systems, Inc. (ECSI) website. If
students need help filling out tax
forms, they should visit the IRS.gov
website for more information.
Student loans were mentioned
as another source of financial aid.
These were broken up into two
groups: federal education loans and
private education loans. VanZandt
clarified that federal education
loans included the Perkins, Stafford and PLUS—three loans, each
with different specifications and

requirements for application. These
loans also acquire interest until
they are paid off. Private education
loans do not need to be applied for
through the FAFSA and are used
to cover any financial need that is
not included with federal loans. For
any kind of loan, VanZandt said, it
is better to start paying off interest
as soon as possible because it can
accumulate considerably.
VanZandt also reminded the
group that “any time you borrow
a loan, there are terms and conditions that you must agree to before
you can receive the funds,” making
sure students know exactly what
they are getting themselves into.
These terms and conditions include
a master promissory note, student
loan entrance counseling and student exit counseling.
The presentation also discussed

the issue of financial aid for study
abroad programs for those students
who were wondering how to pay
for their tuition while away in another country. A common rumor,
VanZandt and O’Donnell said,
was that many students don’t think
that scholarships can be applied to
study abroad programs, but that’s
not true. Filling out the FAFSA
allows students to find out what
financial aid is available to them,
including scholarships, grants, etc.
Those looking to pay for college
in the summer can also have access to the same kind of financial
aid. Although they will be charged
the cost of the program as well as
a five-hundred dollar fee—just as
students who would be studying
abroad – they need only to be enrolled with two units in order to get
federal loans. However, no institu-

tional aid is offered for the summer.
Other helpful tips included the
fact that students who have graduated are still able to get the help and
information they need from the
Student Financial Services Office.
They offer help in exploring many
options for repaying loans, catering
to needs of the individual students,
and help with figuring out consolidation.
“The reason to consolidate is
to have one point of repayment,”
O’Donnell said. This would make
it easier for many students in their
repayment plans, allowing them to
put their money towards a single
plan instead of giving money to
multiple lenders.
“The loan process sounds complicated,” said O’Donnell, but it
certainly helps if you have the right
information.
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Crafty Connie’s hints for your alternative spring break

Y

By CONRAD WHARTON

our domestic dilemma: Crafty Connie, I need an
arts and crafts project for spring break, or else I’ll
die of loneliness and boredom!

Crafty Connie’s solution:
Arts and crafts are a great way to pass the time! In fact,

they are better than sitting around and waiting to die until
you light your hair on fire with that mini-blowtorch! You
can use them to decorate your home, so people can realize
how artsy and crafty and quirky you are! In this week’s
article, I’ll detail three arts and crafts projects that can keep
everyone happy, from beginners to experts. Remember, the
only difference between beginner and expert arts and crafts
is the ability to totally underestimate your own limitations,
or about three beers for you lightweights.
Beginner-level arts and crafts:
The beer pong table and the beeramid. The handbuilt drinking
table is a staple of college life. To
build a great beer pong table, only
one thing is necessary: the desire
to bro out rather than go out. No
carpentry skills required. Simply
go to the store, buy the cheapest
assortment of lumber possible and
some nails, and hammer it together
into the weakest semblance of a flat
surface. Beer pong tables operate
by a unique set of physics which
does not apply to other furniture.
To wit: No beer pong table is ever
completely solid, and no beer-pong
table will ever fall over. They may
become more and more wobbly as
they get older, but old beer pong
tables don’t die, bro. They just
become really chill end tables.
Once you slap up your drinking
surface, put the cans of crappy
beer you drink into a pyramid
in the center. Look, a beginner
craft project, and you are already
emulating one of the wonders of the
world! Neat-o.
Intermediate-level arts and
crafts: potato guns, paper airplanes,

sock puppets, pet rocks, pet sticks,
pet forest animals, model rockets/
cars/ships/planes/houses/pretty
much model anything, crappy
pottery, knitted hats and scarves
and mittens and mufflers and body
bags, crocheted things, bracelets,
anything involving plastic beads,
marble sculpture, soap carving,
whittling, anything with felt,
anything with googly eyes, papier
mache, wicker weaving, basket
weaving,
molotov
cocktails,
watercolors, origami, cardboard
forts, pillow forts, tree forts (place
candy inside as bait), pinewood
derby cars, egg painting, anything
with glitter or sparkles, mobiles,
“steampunk” anything, chainsaw
carving, beer-can airplanes, crappy
taxidermy,
chandelier-making,
birdhouses,
fly-tying,
scrap
booking.
Expert-level arts and crafts:
Any of the above, plus hot glue.
The only reason this horrific
substance is not banned by the
Geneva convention is because hot
glue hadn’t been invented in 1928.
The law has yet to catch up. We
willingly allow children to use this

Q&A

sponse because they tackled me to the
ground SO fast—I was still shaking
his hand when they tackled me.

with?
NJ: Misdemeanor and assault. 4th
degree assault.”

really pay attention to what you’re
saying… but then it takes something
like this – a really outrageous thing –
to draw attention to something to an
issue, and you’re not guaranteed that
it’s going to have a positive effect. In a
lot of cases, drawing attention via frivolous tactics has made people think
‘Oh hey, maybe this is a problem,’ so
there’s that. Haters gonna hate.

PB: Really?
NJ: Yeah, I was told that he kind of
just stood there with a kind of astonished look, and this really creepy grin
on his face… I feel like if he’s been glitter bombed so many times he should
be better at responding to this by now.

PB: How long were you in jail?
NJ: I was in jail for six hours. That
was a pretty good deterrent to make
me want to never ever wanna do anything wrong again—I’ve never even
gotten a speeding ticket!

continued FROM page 2

PB: I’ve seen the news go both
ways for you: more conservative articles tend to make you out to be the
bad guy, and more liberal ones tend
to say ‘Yeah, this is justice!’ Have you
read much of the news coverage, and
how do you feel about it?
NJ: People have sent me articles,
and I’ve read some of them, and I’ve
also read some of the comments just
for funsies, and some of the articles’
descriptions were pretty humorous.
My English teacher from back home
posted one on my wall, and it was one
with a “glitter bukkake” reference…
and so then she looked up what “bukkake” meant. It’s the funniest thing
ever. I’ve kind of realized that it’s difficult for articles like that to really have
an objective perspective. It hasn’t really bothered me, and I haven’t really been bothered by what people
say. People are in charge of their own
opinions and I’m in charge of mine—
I’m in charge of my life and I’m dealing with what’s happened. Generally
though, I just think they’re amusing
and kind of interesting to read.
PB: How did he (Santorum) respond to the glitter bomb?
NJ: Well, he’s been glitter bombed
before, and I didn’t actually see his re-

PB: Naturally. How did you learn
about glitter bombing, and do you
know the history of it?
NJ: Glitter bombing started pretty
recently—actually, it started in Minnesota which is funny because I’m
a Minnesotan. It was started by… I
think it started off in the Twin Cities
area, someone from an LGBT group
did it to one of the current Republican politicians running. If you go to
the Wikipedia page, they have a history of every single glitter bomb that
has happened.
PB: Tactical frivolity is a lot more
than just glitter bombing. The exact definition is something along the
lines of ‘using satire or humor to make
a political statement.’ How do you feel
about tactical frivolity as a political
statement?
NJ: I think it can be very effective
depending on how it’s done. If the intent becomes too malicious, in the satirical sense, I think it can lose a lot of
that, but you have comedy shows that
take a political perspective and those
can be very effective in drawing out
the outrageousness of a lot of the situations, and I think that’s where tactical frivolity is most effective—when
you use it for a situation that’s pretty
outrageous.
PB: What have you been charged

PHOTO COURTESY/WIKIPEDIA
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Productive: Basic household supplies will help you make this a memorable and crafty break.
substance, pretending that it will
somehow enrich their little crafty
lives through the immeasurable
suffering of melting fingertips.
We all know from Fight Club
that human tissues make great

PB: How much was the bail bond?
NJ: I only ended up having to
pay $250 of it, but my bail was set at
$1800.”
PB: Have you felt threatened at all
by anyone afterwards?
NJ: No.
PB: Do you regret it?
NJ: I wouldn’t do it again, but I
think I definitely learned a lot from
it. (laughs) I don’t want to spend any
more time in jail than I have to.
PB: Do you have anything about
the issue in general that you’d like to
say? I can’t imagine I’m the first person that has come up to you and been
like ‘Why’d you do that?’
NJ: No, you’ve not been the first. A
lot of people messaged me on Facebook—sorry to those I never got back
to!—but basically, if people are still
upset about, I’m dealing with the consequences and I’m not trying to run
from them, so they shouldn’t stress
too much about it. I haven’t had a
chance to thank the people that have
helped me with bond money and stuff
like that—they had a party to raise
money for my bail bond—so that was
really helpful and I really really appreciate it, so thank you to those people!

soap. Hot glue helped us to learn
that our epidermis can achieve
a great tackiness when mixed
with carcinogens and heated to
the temperature of lava. Hot glue
is not f-ing around, if you know

what I’m s-ing. If you do choose
to incorporate hot glue into your
crafts, God be with you. I can only
watch and scream little sympathetic
screams of agony with you.
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One step forward and two steps backward
Loggers look to ‘shake the monkey off their backs’ this weekend

PHOTO COURTESY/DAVID PENDLETON

Curveball: Loggers are off to a shaky start and hope to hit hard over the weekend and the break.

By DALTON HANDY
After a tough weekend at Whitman, dropping two out of three
games to the Missionaries, Puget
Sound baseball head coach of ten
years Brian Billings was ready to
get back on the practice field.
“We just want to get back to
work,” Billings said.

It appears the Loggers certainly have work to do. They currently sit in 6th place in the Northwest
Conference, with an overall record
of 3-9-1. According to Billings, the
problem is not singularly improving the hitting or pitching, but putting the two together on a consistent basis.
“We have got to keep working
hard and hopefully we will put it all

Women’s tennis
gaining momentum
Loggers heating up as
they enter the break to
host conference rivals
Willamette and Linfield
By STEPHEN HAMWAY
It was a strong weekend for Puget
Sound women’s tennis as they travelled to conference rivals George Fox
and Lewis & Clark, ultimately winning both matches.
Coming off of four straight losses,
the tennis team was looking for some
momentum as they travelled to Beaverton, Ore. to take on George Fox on
Friday, Mar. 2. On the singles side, the
Loggers won four of the six matches,
with sophomore Logan Thompson
(Decorah, Iowa), sophomore Marissa
Friedman (Novato, Calif.) and freshman Josie Dow (Seattle, Wash.) each
winning in straight sets. The final
match was tougher, though sophomore Jenna Gerdsen (Honolulu, Hawaii) fought back after dropping her
first set, finally winning the tightlycontested set 4-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4.
On the doubles side, the Loggers won two of the three matches
played. After Dow and freshman Allison Embernate (Kihei, Hawaii) fell
8-0, their teammates came back to
avenge them. Thompson and Friedman won their doubles match 8-2,
and senior Ada Yu (Salem, Ore.) and
junior Maddie Thiesse (Chanhassen,
Minn.) cemented the Logger’s victory by winning their match 8-5. It
all added up to a 6-3 combined victory by the Loggers over George Fox,
halting their losing streak and giving them something to build upon as
they moved forward.
The Loggers faced another test as
they visited conference foe Lewis

& Clark on Saturday, Mar. 3. This
time around, the Loggers struggled in their doubles matches, dropping two of three matches as Lewis
& Clark tried to capture its first win
of the season. Only Yu and Thiesse
were able to win, edging out their
opponents 8-5. Luckily, the team
was able to make up the difference in their singles matches. For
the second straight game, Gerdsen,
Thompson, Friedman and Dow
were the heroes, as each of them
won their matches in straight sets.
Friedman was particularly dominant, winning her sets 6-0, 6-0. At
the end of the day, the Loggers were
able to slip by their rivals with a
score of 5-4.
This week, the Loggers will return
home to host conference foes Willamette and Linfield on Friday, Mar. 9
and Saturday, Mar. 10, respectively.
Over the following week, the
Loggers will be able to rest up as
they will be not be hosting or attending any matches during the
week of spring break.
However, the team will hopefully return in tip top playing condition the following weekend Mar. 23
and 24 as they travel to play Pomona-Pitzer.
Hopefully, with some rest and
constant practice, the women’s tennis team can continue to brush
aside their previous losses and replace them with victories as confernce match play continues this
season.

together,” Billings said. His sentiment was echoed by senior infielder Will Mentor (Seattle, Wash.).
The Loggers have shown flashes
of both great hitting and pitching,
with Sunday’s finale a prime example of solid pitching. Lucas Stone
and Luke Englert combined for 8
innings of work.
While the Loggers lost 4-2, the
pitching remained strong. Three of

Whitman’s runs came on a home
run by Kyle Moyes, capping off a
four-run fourth inning.
That was all the Missionaries would need, as the Loggers
could only muster up two runs in
the fifth, their only journey to the
scoreboard that game. The runs
came on back-to-back singles by
freshmen Jake Boley (Gig Harbor,
Wash.) and Connor Savage (Bothell, Wash.).
Savage drove in four runs over
the weekend, three in the Loggers
8-6 victory in the second leg of Saturday’s double-header. The eight
runs were the third highest output by the Loggers in the 2012 season. However, that total easily surpassed the run totals of the other
two series games combined.
In the first game of the back to
back on Saturday, the Loggers only
managed one run on six hits.
“The hitting is okay. We haven’t
been able to hit in key situations, so
we have had lower scoring than in
the past,” Mentor said.
Mentor elaborated that the
team’s hitting ability is there, but
that translating those hits into runs
has been difficult.
“Once we get guys on base, we’ve
really struggled getting them across
the plate,” Mentor said.
While they have had their share
of on-field struggles, the Loggers
haven’t let that impact their team
dynamic.

“The team chemistry is really
good. Everyone wants to succeed
for the other guy,” Mentor said.
He also said that this appears to be
contributing to players trying too
hard to come up with big hits.
Regardless, both Billings and
Mentor remain hopeful for the rest
of the season.
“We have to start playing well.
We aren’t too focused on where we
finish. We’re more focused on playing good baseball… It is a long season so we have some time,” Billings
said.
“We are really going to work
hard. We need to make sure that
every rep we get [in practice] is
quality. We can’t look to any opponent, we just have to look within
ourselves,” Mentor said. The senior
said that with hard work and continued focus in practice, the Loggers will be able to step up their
game.
Next weekend the Loggers will
host Whitworth, looking for their
first series win of the young 2012
season. Once that win comes, and
the team gets “...the ‘monkey off
our backs’, look for the Loggers to
hit “the ground running,” Mentor
said.
The Loggers will also be on the
road over Spring Break as they participate in the California Inivational Tournament hosted by Cal Lutheran. The Tournament begins
March 14.

Logger rugby looks to regionals

Team seeks campus and fan support for
trip to Nebraska for regional tournament
By JULIA FISHMAN
We haven’t seen the Puget Sound
rugby team in a while. The players have been hard at work preparing for regionals. The Loggers
went undefeated this season and
secured a spot at regionals, which
will take place April 14th and 15th
in Wayne, Nebraska.
“We’re practicing in harder, getting more focused, running more,
working out more… basically anything we can do to get somewhere
[good],” said Sophomore James
Ryan (Piedmont, Calif.).
The Puget Sound rugby team
is fairly young as a club, but it has
great reception throughout campus, with a wide variety of support-

ers and a large team.
“Last year we had thirty guys,
this year we have fifty. We brought
in twenty new freshman and we
haven’t had anything like that before. This is the start of an actual
rugby team,” Ryan said.
A large part of the team is composed of freshmen, forcing them to
step up as leaders.
“Getting all those freshman is a
huge deal. A bunch of them are really good and they’re fast and they
make it so that other kids want to
work out, actually step up and fight
for their position, which causes people to compete and makes them better as an individual,” Ryan said.
Many of the players this year are
seniors, and as seniors, they have

taken on important roles in the
club’s success.
Next year, the club will be looking for individuals who can step up
and lead the team, but they will also
see some changes in the team as a
whole, such as, “...our style of play.
Some kids will have to step up and
we’ve seen that already,” Ryan said.
Because the rugby team is a club
team, they depend on outside funding to foot the bill for jerseys, bids
and travel expenses. The team is
looking for people to sponsor a couple miles for a dollar each, which
will help them raise money for their
trip to Nebraska. Look out for their
table in the SUB and help support
your fellow Loggers in their trip to
regionals.
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Men’s tennis recovering from shaky beginning

Some adjustments on the court have proven beneficial in match play
By DALTON HANDY
After failing to win a single game
through the first four matches of
the season, the Loggers managed
to pick up a couple of wins over
the weekend. While they still fell to
both George Fox (1-8) and Lewis
and Clark (2-7), the wins provided
some much needed relief.
Junior Mike Cutter (Colorado Springs, Colo.) was part of the
doubles team that picked up the
first win against George Fox. Cutter
and partner Ben Miller (Silverdale,
Wash.) defeated Shawn Aldrich and
David Munoz for the win by a score
of 8-6.
“It was a stress reliever, everyone
was wanting a (win). They were a
pretty good team,” Cutter said.
Cutter again picked up a victory
the next day against Lewis & Clark,
toppling Carter Gee-Taylor on the
second court, 6-2, 6-2. The win,
which Cutter described as his best
match of the year, was the Loggers’
first singles victory of the 2012 season.
“If you have played a better match
I didn’t see it,” head coach Jake Hobaugh said. The joke was representative of the light mood the Loggers
have kept despite their on-court

woes.
“We’re just good friends,” Cutter
said, “We hang out a lot. That helps
us go through the losses a little bit
more easily.”
The Loggers also picked up a win
in #3 doubles, courtesy of Jake Peterson (Bellevue, Wash.) and Abe
Noyes (Southwest Harbor, Maine).
The duo took down Lucas Fodor
and Gee-Taylor 8-5.
In what both coaches Hobaugh
and Cutter admit is a rebuilding
year, the Loggers are prepared to do
what it takes to improve. While a
couple of wins would be nice, it appears that the main goal is getting
young players match experience in
order to prepare them for next year.
“[Rebuilding] makes you work
hard, come to practice, give 100%”
Cutter said. The goal is to get the
repetition and game experience and
develop the mental aspect of the
team.
“The kids have improved a ton.
We’re a really young team with little
match experience,” Hobaugh said.
In addition to the lack of experience,
the Loggers have also been without
top singles player senior Sam Finkleman (Tacoma, Wash.).
Without Finkleman, Hobaugh
has had to mix and match doubles

Don’t want to miss a game?
Check out Logger Athletics to keep track of
your favorite Loggers over the break!

PHOTO COURTESY/HATTIE LINDSLEY

Advantage: The tennis team’s friendships allows them to take both wins and losses in stride.
teams and move up each player one
spot in singles competition. However, the Loggers appear to be improving on the season after opening
Northwest Conference play against
what Hobaugh described as the
toughest three teams in the confer-

ence.
After George Fox and Lewis &
Clark, the Loggers will hit the road
to take on Willamette on Friday and
Linfield Saturday. Willamette holds
a 2-1 conference record while Linfield, also rebuilding after losing a

strong senior class, sits at 1-3.
The team will continue play over
the break. Their improvements thus
far will be beneficial to their match
play. We wish them luck at they cotinue through conference match
play.

Loggers lose hard-fought
series against George Fox

PHOTO COURTESY/DAVID PENDLETON

Fast Pitch: Senior Elayna Van Hess held the Bruins to only one run in the first five innings.

By ANGEL JOHNSON
This weekend fans filled the
Puget Sound softball stadium to
support the Loggers in their series
against the George Fox Bruins.
The Loggers fought hard until the
very end, but it was not enough to
win the series. On Saturday they
lost their double header 10-4 and
7-0, and on Sunday 7-3 and 11-2.
By the top of the fifth inning
in their first Saturday game, the
Loggers were already losing 6-0.
When the bottom of the fifth
rolled around, the Loggers finally
came to life and started making big
strides in the game. Senior Megan
Janes (Littleton, Colo.) brought
in two runs with her grounder to
short stop. Sophomore Jenica Holt
(Pleasanton, Calif.) also brought
in two more runs with her double
to left field. The four runs scored
by the Loggers were not enough
for a comeback in the game, and
they lost 10-4.

Once the second game in the series started, the Loggers offense
struggled to put runs on the board.
Senior pitcher Elayna Van Hess
(Aumsville, Ore.) kept the Bruins
from scoring multiple runs early in
the game. Even when dealing with
loaded bases, Van Hess held the
Bruins to just one run over the first
five innings and threw five strikeouts.
Throughout the game the Loggers had multiple chances to score,
but ended up leaving players on
bases during the majority of the innings. It was the sixth inning when
the Bruins took away the game with
six runs, and the Loggers were never able to gain momentum for a
comeback.
The games on Sunday were similar to Saturday’s, and the Loggers’
effort was not enough. In the first
game on Sunday, the Loggers came
out strong and took quick control
of the game. Senior Chrissy Atterson (Marysville, Wash.) had a two

run homer in the first inning. At
some point the Loggers lost their
energy however, and the Bruins
came in with a strong rally. Senior
Joleen Monfiletto (Everett, Wash.)
was able to keep the Bruins at bay
in the final two innings with her
pitching, but the Loggers remained
scoreless for the rest of the game
and loss 7-3.
In the final game of the weekend series on Sunday, the Bruins
had two runs in the first inning.
The Loggers were able to tie up the
game in the second inning. Janes’
double was able to bring home junior Amy Schmeckpepper, and
Holt’s single added another run for
the Loggers by bringing in Monfiletto. By the third inning the Bruins were up by seven against the
Loggers two runs, and the Loggers
never regained control, losing the
game 11-2.
Next weekend the Loggers will
face defending national champion
and top-ranked Linfield.
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HEY YOU, Swimmers in the library:
SHUT UP! (please)
HEY YOU, I want to be able to prefix
“meta” before every aspect of my life.
HEY YOU, RDG choreographer,
here’s a rovry haiku:
Your dancing is thug,
To beats of Living Legends,
You groove like a G.
HEY YOU, Watching them do the
Nick Shaw with you all was a worthwhile experience.

Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU, Puget Sound Technology:
the internet in Chile is faster than
you. F.A.I.L.
HEY YOU, Please help us represent
the reality of our campus’ sexuality,
gender and related topics by submitting to Wetlands TODAY (it’s our
deadline) pugetsoundwetlands@

gmail.com

HEY YOU, Mario guy, cool.

HEY YOU, Kick-ass metal head
with metallic lady-parts, let’s shred
sometime soon. Your freshman dorm
building.

HEY YOU, bring the sandwich oven
back right now.

HEY YOU, Baseball player from
Portland—you make a ginger beard
so sexy.
HEY YOU, Remember when we were
friends? And then you got a girlfriend. And then you stopped talking
to me. Hey other You! Remember
when WE were friends and then
you got a boyfriend. And then you
stopped talking to me about anything
other than him. I miss you guys!

HEY YOU, Owner of the black car in
Thompson’s parking lot, your parking
sucks.
HEY YOU, AM I CRAZY? DO I
NEED A REMEDY?
HEY YOU, Way to call security on
your own party... FAIL.
HEY YOU, You should come dance
the night away with Bluesion Dance
Crew on March 31st! Find the Spring
Fling event on Facebook :)
HEY YOU, I look at your bottom

THE HAPPY TRAIL

frequently in Calculus.
HEY YOU, Don’t touch my neck.
HEY YOU, Hot guy in my stats class.
Let me calculate your z-score.

The Puget Sound Trail
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HEY YOU, A bad girl and your
friend’s bad too. We got the swag
sauce, we drippin’ swagga.
HEY YOU, Trust no bitch.

HEY YOU, Wanna see someone
lip-synch for their life? Come to
B-GLAD’s 10th Annual Drag Show,
Friday, March 23rd in the Fieldhouse.
Doors open at 7 p.m. and tickets
are $5 with ID. $7 for community
members.

HEY YOU, Out there in the cold,
getting lonely, getting old, can you
feel me?

HEY YOU, My bright-eyed beautiful
baby carrot, thank you for bringing
sunshine into the library and into my
heart. I love you!

HEY YOU, I’m not calling you a liar.
Just don’t lie to me.

HEY YOU, Harry Sasscrotch hater,
it’s my name so if you don’t like it,
that’s your problem.
HEY YOU, Why is she in a box?
HEY YOU, Boy in A/L basement,
stop calling me to use T-Shane. My
car is not a taxi.
HEY YOU, Boisean Bio major, you
wouldn’t need your flute to hit those
high notes with me.
HEY YOU, Did you know there are
580 calories in a 2% 20 oz. white
mocha? Food for thought.

HEY YOU, I know you fancy yourself
a sexy bitch, but you are a hot ass
trash mess.

HEY YOU, The word of the day is
rebarbative. Look it up!
HEY YOU, Put it on your calendars:
Freeset Fest, March 31, 4-8 p.m.
in the S.U.B.! Hear live music, buy
baked goods and art and become
educated about the fight against sex
slavery!
HEY YOU, Go to Infinite Monkeys
Festival today in Rausch at 7:30 p.m.!
HEY YOU, Can I go in the box too?
HEY YOU, HAPPY SPRING
BREAK!!!!!

A Weekly Sex Column

Making the bedroom a “happier” place...

A psychological look at the The case for space
stigmas surrounding oral When relationships take
sex, past and present
over, don’t lose yourself
By GIRTH BROOKS
Let’s talk about oral sex.
There is a big stigma attatched
to oral that needs to be addressed.
I’ve heard guy friends say
that they don’t give oral because they don’t like submitting or being “feminized.”
I’ve heard female partners
say that they don’t like giving oral because it’s degrading.
However, I’ve always felt that
it’s like giving a back rub. Sure, I
don’t get any direct physical pleasure out of it and I don’t particularly enjoy doing it, besides the
fact that it makes my partner feel
606 S Fawcett Ave
grandcinema.com
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good. Yeah, I may be “submitting” to my partner. But despite
all of this, I find it an extremely
intimate, rewarding experience.
So where the hell does this stigma behind oral sex come from?
I spent a lot of time researching this topic, trying to find the
origins of the idea of “degradation.” After hours of searching, it
seemed that every combination
of terminology that I tried (“Psychology of oral sex,” “Oral sex
degrading” or “Why is oral sex
bad?”) provided nothing but forums of users looking for the same
answers that I was searching for.
Eventually I stumbled upon a
collection of books and articles
that seemed to explain where this
idea comes from. According to
David Fredrick’s book The Roman
Gaze: Vision, Power, and The Body,
the stigma behind oral sex dates
back to ancient Roman culture.
According to Fredrick, Roman
sexuality was focused on power
above anything else: dominance
and submissiveness. And providing
oral sex was the most disgraceful
thing somebody could do because
it was completely subservient.
In Frederick’s book he states:
“Both ancient literature and graffiti
tell us that fellatio was the province
of prostitutes; it was a sexual act
no Roman male of the elite class
would request of his wife” (161).
He goes on to further explain that for a man to perform
oral sex is even more submissive, feminizing and disgraceful.
“In the Roman hierarchy of
sexual debasement, the man suspected of performing cunnilingus was even more defiled than
a man who was a passive partner in male-to-male sex” (165).
So now that we understand how
old and outdated this stigma is,

we can attack the issue head-on.
Anti-pornography activists like
Robert Jensen and Gail Dines
would have you believe that the
popularity of oral in pornography, particularly blowjobs, is
evidence of misogyny in oral sex
and the mainstream population.
Although this argument has
some validity, I would like to remind you all of the iconic scene
from The Vagina Monologues,
“Because He Liked to Look at It.”
The monologue tells the story
of a woman who thinks her vagina was “incredibly ugly” until she meets a man named Bob,
who loves to stare at—and taste
— her vulva with delight and wonder. Bob’s embrace of her body is
the key to her self-acceptance.
This attitude can easily go both
ways. Perhaps the appeal of blowjobs in porn is about men’s equal
desire to be validated: to feel desirable, to feel good, to feel clean.
Young people are raised
with the sense that their bodies,
especially
their
genitals, are disgusting and dirty.
Remember hearing phrases like “your naughty area”?
Or how about “private parts”?
A partner’s willingness to accept
your junk with enthusiasm and
gusto does a lot more than stimulate you physically. It is an intensely
powerful source of self-affirmation.
Although there are many more
variables that could turn a partner
away from oral sex, i.e. personal
hygiene or a lack of experience,
the psychological stigma of oral
being a subservient, degrading
task is one that can be overcome.
Giving oral sex isn’t about
degrading yourself or feeling “dirty.” It’s about making your partner feel clean.

By SUZY SPONGEWORTHY
If you’ve seen How to Lose a
Guy in Ten Days (RIP so many
brain cells), you may remember
Kate Hudson’s character buying a
“relationship fern” in an attempt
to drive a man to dump her.
Though that movie sucks, and
it revolves almost entirely around
gender stereotypes, the writers
may have been onto something.
Relationships, platonic or
romantic, are sort of like living
organisms. You have to tend to
and maintain them. Some are
short-lived connections with the
life span of a goldfish, and some
last to 50th anniversaries.
But the best thing we can
take from the admittedly lame
analogy of plants as relationships
is that they need space. They
need to breathe.
Now, we all know that couple
who spends every waking,
breathing moment together. And
it works for them. They don’t
appear to get sick of each other
or sleeping in the same bed every
single night; they are like Lily
and Marshall from “How I Met
Your Mother.”
It’s great, but it’s too much
pressure to hold a baby
relationship (purrhaps a kitten
-stage relationship) to these
standards. Everyone needs space.
Not hanging out with your
partner all the time doesn’t mean
your relationship isn’t working
or that you’re not trying hard
enough. You have to remember
that everyone is different.
Because everyone has differing
personal space preferences, both
physically and in term lifestyle,
taking space apart from each
other is a great thing. That way,
when you do spend time together,

it’s special.
For example, I want to hang out
with my friends on the weekends
and go out to parties with them.
I need to have my own life and
being in a relationship doesn’t
change that.
Furthermore, I love being
around my partner and cuddling,
but there’s just nothing like
sleeping in my own bed alone. I
can steal all the covers and sleep
diagonally across the bed.
After

getting

my

heart

Relationships, platonic or
romantic, are sort of like
living organisms. You have
to tend to and maintain
them.
stomped on, I figured out that
only when I started appreciating
being single could I be ready for
a new relationship. This is the
ideal mindset to starting a new
relationship: with a clean palette
and no voids to fill.
I once had a friend who was
starting a new romance with
a boy she ended up dating for
years. She said she was afraid of
relationships, and when pressed
for elaboration, she thoughtfully
said, “I don’t want lose myself.”
This is so important and
applies to anyone, whether in
a relationship or single. I have
found it most productive to spend
a lot of my life as a singleton, even
when in a relationship. Treasure
time alone and with friends.
In the end, your relationship
should complement your life, not
take over or inhibit it.

The Puget Sound Trail
trailae@pugetsound.edu
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Dear Esther: a ghostly and storylike wonder
By WALT MITCHELL
Fade from black—you awake at
the foot of a lighthouse on a nameless island, and as you take your
first step forward, a voice begins
to speak: “Dear Esther.” From the
narrator’s letter unfolds an enigmatic chronicle of loss and solitude
that raises as many questions as it
answers—how did I get here? Am
I the writer of these letters or just
a nameless castaway? Is the island
real or just another delusion?
This is Dear Esther, an independently released PC game and intriguing exploration of interactive
storytelling. Indeed, storytelling
is the entirety of the experience
here—Dear Esther is, for all intents
and purposes, devoid of action, but
nevertheless manages to hold the
player’s attention in its uncanny,
ghostly grip.
It’s difficult to write a game review for a project like Dear Esther,
because it could hardly be called
a game in the conventional sense.
The actual mechanics are restricted
to semi-linear exploration of the is-

land, and the experience the game
offers is almost wholly intangible—
the mystery conjured up by its narrative, as opposed to any interactive elements, is what lends Dear
Esther its singular intrigue.
In this way a provocative “antigame,” Dear Esther has been making waves since it was originally
released as a mod for Half-Life 2 in
June of 2008.
The mod was a project of thechineseroom, an independent game
studio headed by Dear Esther’s lead
developer and writer Dan Pinchbeck. Pinchbeck created the mod
“as part of a project funded by
the Arts & Humanities Research
Council [UK] to explore experimental game play and storytelling,”
the Dear Esther homepage reports.
Esther’s approach to storytelling
is nothing if not “experimental.” As
the player moves across the island
he triggers snippets of narration,
which are chosen at random from a
large cache—the narrator might recount his own past and mourn the
death of his wife (Esther, presumably), or he might explore the his-

tory of the island, contemplate the
life of its inhabitants, or even allude
to biblical tales like Paul’s journey
to Damascus.
As a result, each play-through of
Dear Esther constitutes a unique
experience. Players must draw their
own conclusions from the narrative
cues they are provided—the “big
picture” is not presented as cohesive whole, and is instead a series of
impressions and implications that
more resembles evocative poetry
than exposition.
And that’s the spirit of Dear Esther—subjective experience. The
game’s ambiguous form mirrors
its content, namely the narrator’s
hazy journey through memory and
hallucination, perception and delusion, fact and fiction.
To return to more solid ground,
the original Dear Esther mod was
taken on for redevelopment by
former Mirror’s Edge environment
artist Robert Briscoe in 2009, who
hoped to make a stand-alone game
of Dear Esther with improved visuals and level design—monetary
assistance from the Indie Fund al-

lowed Briscoe, Pinchbeck and the
rest of the original development
team to come together and put out
a complete overhaul of the original
mod, released on Steam this Valentine’s Day.
Within six hours of its online release the game had made enough
to recoup outstanding loans from
the Indie Fund and begin making
profit, selling over 16 thousand
units (at $10 each) in less than 24
hours—and with all its polish, the
release certainly deserves all the attention it has received.
The provocative fundamentals are preserved and the details
honed—the extremely talented Nigel Carrington returns as the voice
of Esther’s enigmatic narrator, and
his script (brilliantly written by
Pinchbeck himself) has been extended for the remake.
Jessica Curry’s phenomenal
soundtrack (available free on dearesther.com) has a beautiful, In Bruges sort of melancholy to it. Somber
piano and high, mournful violins
drift over echoing whispers and the
crash of waves on the shore—per-

fectly paired with the game’s gorgeous, other-worldly landscape, the
score is nothing short of haunting.
And the visuals really are gorgeous—Dear Esther was given
the Portal 2 treatment and runs
smoothly on the latest build of
Valve’s Source engine. The island’s
coastal cliffs and sweeping pastures
are awe-inspiring, but the graphics really shine (so to speak) in the
phosphorescent caverns and riversystems that tangle belowground.
Innovative as its approaches are,
I would have liked to see Esther
make better use of its interactivity.
Even rudimentary interaction with
in-game elements would submerge
the player deeper in the game’s already-formidable narrative depths.
It’s not for everyone, especially
not for competitive gamers looking
for action. Even so, Pinchbeck and
Co. have something truly unique
in Dear Esther. The game is as poignant as it is modest, and its effect
as complex as its presentation is
simple—if that’s not a viable definition for art, I don’t know what is.

HIDE/SEEK exhibit opens How to be inspired,
not bored, when
with panel discussion
airport food is
unavoidable

By JACK GILBERT
On Thurs., Mar. 1 the University of Puget Sound hosted an introductory panel discussion headed
by Amy Wright for the upcoming
exhibit at the Tacoma Art Museum HIDE/SEEK: Difference and
Desire in American Portraiture.
The discussion, titled “Hide But
No Seek: Censorship in Art and
the Queer Community,” featured
three speakers: assistant visiting
professor Jeff Solomon from the
English department, Zaixin Hong
from the Art department and Susan Owen from the Communication Studies department.
Before the speakers began, several Puget Sound students advertised various on-campus projects
related to the same issues discussed by HIDE/SEEK, including
an Anti-Sexual Violence discussion, the Wetlands student magazine and a printmaking project
curated by the Art department.
All attendees were given raffle
tickets upon entering, and before
the speakers began, an Exhibition Catalogue was raffled off to a
lucky audience member.
Professor Solomon was the first
to speak and talked about a number of issues faced by the LGBTQ
community. He said no queer art
exhibit had ever been hosted in a
museum as large as the Smithsonian, where HIDE/SEEK originally
debuted last year. Thanks to considerable social progress of the
U.S., it was granted federal funding.
“I am not surprised that the
term lesbian, or gay, or queer, do
not appear anywhere in its title
as a kind of defensive strategy
against those who would seek to
prevent its appearance . . . . It
bears repeating that sexuality is
one of the few identity categories
still legally discriminated against
in the United States and that US
citizens and institutions are still
comfortable with homophobia,”
Solomon said.
Solomon discussed the tactics of censorship as a means to
make the LGBTQ community
feel ashamed of who they are. He
also pointed out that unlike other
groups which have historically

By MICHELLE CURRY
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Hide/Seek: Faculty members discussed the social implications
of censorship restricting the expressions of gay individuals.
been discriminated against, members of the gay community are not
raised by their own people.
He finished with some statistics, saying that although only
about three percent of teenagers
are gay, 20–40 percent of teenage
runaways are gay. The suicide statistics are just as high.
Professor Hong spoke next and
gave a PowerPoint presentation
about Fen Ma Liuming, a male
Chinese citizen who was shocked
one day to see a photograph of
himself wearing makeup.
Liuming noticed he looked especially androgynous and in the
early 1990s began performing
dressed as a woman in Beijing’s
east village. Liuming faced discrimination from the Chinese
state, and after a performance in
which he appeared nude in public,
Luiming went to jail.
After this he gained a following
around the world, which was fortunate, because Luiming was unable to perform in China for the
majority of his career. The influence of Liuming’s paintings has
since become widespread, appearing in many mediums throughout
Western art.
Last to speak was Professor Susan Owen. Owen’s speech considered the rhetorical perspectives of
art from the LGBTQ community
and the difference between ob-

scenity and humane, intelligent
expression.
She emphasized the studies
of Stuart Hall, who spent his life
studying justice. He focused on
communication and ethics, saying
that “The power to shape consensus and consent is one of the most
powerful forces in human culture. The power to produce social
knowledge is one of the most important and powerful components
of the human experience. The
power to diminish or demonize
difference, to erase or marginalize
difference, merits very special attention.”
Owen asked us to consider who
distributes the art we see, who creates it, where it can be seen, who
profits from it and who does not.
Along with being its final stop,
Tacoma is the only West Coast city
to feature the exhibit, which will
run at the Tacoma Art Museum
from March 17 through June 10.
Thurs., April 12 from 6–8 p.m. is
Puget Sound night. Students always get free museum admission
with their student ID.
Go to the museum’s website
(tacomaartmuseum.org) for a
comprehensive list of the many
lectures, films, workshops and
more that will be accompanying
the exhibit throughout its time in
Tacoma.

Spring break has finally arrived!
Many of you will be traveling,
whether it be back home or to an
exotic destination. If you happen to
be traveling via airplane, you will
have to face the dreaded long wait
in the airport.
Airports, and I very hesitantly
say this, can provide quality food if
you are lucky enough to have a layover somewhere with options other
than Mickey D’s. It is much more
common for the airport to only
provide greasy food, and if quality
is provided, the food is often on the
expensive side.
While there are a few chain establishments that offer quality
snacks, you can also prepare a few
of your own.
To be on the safe (and delicious)
side, I suggest the following snack
options.
• Almonds or other nuts
• Raisins
• Carrots
• Beef/Turkey/Soy Jerky
• Fruit (If you are flying internationally eat it before you go
through customs!)
• Make your own trail mix using
cereal, chocolate chips, pretzels,
nuts and dried fruit.
• Cheese
Almonds, string cheese and
jerky offer protein and will compliment any of the other snacks nicely
to keep you satisfied longer until
you can enjoy a meal at your final
destination.
If you are gung-ho about avoiding airport food at any cost, make a
sandwich (veggie or PB&J will last
the longest during your trip and
still taste fresh hours later.

spread on crackers.
• Pack your oats! Put a portion of
oatmeal and your favorite mix-ins
in a baggie and ask for a cup of hot
water from the stewardess or find
one at the nearest coffee shop. Let
the oats “cook” for a few minutes
and then enjoy!
• Don’t forget homemade breads,
muffins or cookies to satisfy your
sweet tooth when the afternoon
slump hits and coffee cannot be
found. Dark chocolate can also
help during this crisis!
If prepping for the airport is not
physically possible and it’s within
your budget to eat at a restaurant,
try to choose nutrient-rich snacks
or meals. Avoid the cookies and
pastries: you’ll feel great for an
hour but then the “munchies” will
takeover and you’ll have a sugar
crash.
Here are a some of the best
choices if you do get stuck eating
typical airport fare.
• Starbucks? Grab a cup of oatmeal or one of their egg white
wraps along with your latte.
• Jamba Juice? Stick to a small
size smoothie for less sugar and
add a shot of protein.
• McDonald’s? Grilled chicken
sandwich with BBQ sauce.
• Panda Express? Mixed veggies
and steamed rice.
• Pizza Hut? Buy a personal pizza, eat half and save the other half
for later.

Here are a few ways to help you
think outside the box:

• Sushi? Nearly any roll will be
a better option than a deep fried
item you’ll find around every other
corner.

• Bring along tuna in a pouch
and your favorite hummus. Mix
those two together and you’ve got
yourself a delicious tuna salad to
slab between two slices of bread or

Enjoy your travels, whether you
are camping, swimming, lounging
at home or discovering the Puget
Sound area, and remember to
snawck well and stay healthy!
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Jazz legend Wycliffe Gordon delights campus
By MOLLY BROWN

Puget Sound was graced by special guest star Wycliffe Gordon on
Feb. 28 when Gordon joined Puget
Sound’s jazz band in concert to
honor Black History Month.
Gordon gained renown in the
jazz world for his expert playing
of the trombone and for his collaborations with jazz heroes such
as Wynton Marsalis. Gordon also
reimagined the theme of NPR
show “All Things Considered.”
The jazz band began their concert with a song independent
from Wycliffe Gordon, and before they began, the director of
the jazz band, Wayne Horvitz, introduced himself and the evening
to come.
“I’ve only been here two years,
but this is the best crowd we’ve
had,” said Horvitz.
After the band played “Cupid’s
Nightmare,” a piece arranged by
Dan Redmond, Wycliffe Gordon
joined the band in the song “Basin Street Blues.”
In the beginning of the song,
Wycliffe joined with subtle and
superbly crafted vocals and later on joined with a trumpet and
then a trombone. It seemed that
Gordon had a bag of tricks next
to him as he pulled up one instrument after the other.
Before Wycliffe Gordon’s first
piece was even finished, the audience was already picking up in
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Gordon: Esteemed for his mastery of jazz trombone, Gordon often meandered into captivating,
experimental solos during his performance with Puget Sound’s jazz band last week.
enthusiasm. After they finished
“Basin Street Blues,” boisterous
applause followed.
The next song played by the
band and Gordon was entitled
“What You Dealin’ With” which
Gordon described as a song that
combines boogaloo and bebop.
The song itself includes a fun spoken word aspect of the lyrics with
the exchange of the phrase “what

you dealin’ with” between Gordon
and the band.
After the band had finished
playing a couple of songs with
Gordon, Horvitz returned on
stage to announce that the next
song the band would play was one
Horvitz arranged himself, and
that he had had the band play it
because he wanted to hear Gordon featured in it.

“I am a selfish man,” Horvitz
said as he joked with the crowd.
After only a few measures the
song was instantly recognizable
as “Fever,” a classic jazz standard.
As eyes explored from row to row,
it was clear that nearly every foot
was tapping or head was nodding
in rhythm to the band’s smooth
tunes and Gordon’s lively musical
styling.

Overall, Gordon was having
fun during his time on stage with
Puget Sound’s jazz band. He took
on his solos with ease, interacted amiably with the students, and
smiled and joked with the crowd.
When given the opportunity for a solo, Gordon was as conversational within the song as he
was in between the songs. His solos seemed the instrumental jazz
equivalent to scatting. His notes
would bark, scream, yell and sing
to the audience, and some rather
abstract noises were heard as well,
which had the audience rubmling
with chuckles.
Before the last song, Gordon
chatted with the crowd a little
more and garnered even more adoration.
“If you’re here and you’re not
having a good time, it’s probably
your fault,” said Gordon.
After the jazz band and Gordon
played their final song together,
Gordon graciously returned to
stage for an encore, although the
band had no more music to play
with him. At first, Gordon joked
and turned to his fellow musicians
and said, “Ready, band?” The
band laughed, and Gordon began
his own solo to close the evening.
A Tuesday evening with
Wycliffe Gordon and Puget
Sound’s jazz band yielded two
standing ovations, many cheers
and an altogether impressive exhibition of jazz music to absorb.

Bullhead reveals horror of Belgian beef mafias
Barriers of language and subject matter are no hindrance; film
draws in audiences with brilliant yet subtle acting and directing
By EVAN PEARSON

T
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he
directorial debut of Belgian
writer-director Michael Roskam,
Bullhead (Rundskop in the original language) (2011) has the atmosphere of Gommorah (2008)
and the character depth of Bronson (2008), all with a powerful
aesthetic that demands seeing to
believe.
Whether through wide angle shots of a pristine skyline
or through ultra-close-ups of
pivotal characters obscured in
shadow, Bullhead elegantly recreates the shady underground
of Belgian hormone trading in
the mobbed-up meat industry,
a world where nothing is what it
seems and every beautiful moment is merely an opening for
further hardship and chaos.
Matthias Schoenaerts stars as
Jacky Vanmarsenille, a musclebound cattle farmer who, along
with his brother and through the
help of an unscrupulous veterinarian, enters into a less-than

-reputable business deal with
west-Flemmish beef traders.
However, when a police officer
responsible for investigating Belgium’s beef mafia ends up dead
and on national television, an
event followed shortly by Jacky’s
chance meeting with a mysterious woman from his troubled
youth, Jacky tries to back out,
setting into motion the torrent of
violence which until this point in
the movie has only been depicted through flashbacks to Jacky’s
troubled childhood.
Although somewhat overplotted and clunky— a curse of
neo-noire films ever since Brick
(2005) applied the formula to a
group of high school drug dealers—the film’s true brilliance
shines in its study of Jacky as
an ultra-macho, emotionally
scarred hormone abuser, artificially bulking himself up with
steroids while simultaneously injecting his cattle.
Consumed with rage and a desire for revenge, Jacky is artfully captured by Roskam and his
cinematographer Nicolas Karakatsanis at the character’s most
physically formidable and emotionally weak states, humanizing
the brooding bruiser as a damaged figure incapable of reconciling his former humiliations with
his tough guy persona.
This deeply personal tragedy
underlies the otherwise formulaic crime procedural and compounds as the overt plot comes to
its conclusion, rendering Jacky’s
agony both ultra-machoistic and
completely human.
If the film’s strongest technical quality is Karakstanis’ finely
paced and balanced cinematography, the camera’s primary fixation is Schoenaerts’ nuanced,
slow-boil performance as the

film’s conflicted protagonist.
Whether obscured by shadow
or merely in movement, ranging
from subtle ticks to storming out
of his first meeting with the meat
traders, Schoenaerts consistently
portrays the inner turmoil that
stems not only from Jacky’s moral conundrums, but also from
the feverish intensity of the addict. He gives only glimpses of
the struggle through his largely
neutral mask.
As Jacky breaks down over
the course of the film, Roskam’s
foreshadowing aids Schoenaerts
in being simultaneously larger than life and impotent in the
face of the circumstances of his
own addiction, illuminating the
paradox of traditional masculinity in a refreshing, compassionate manner.
Although most of the details of
the Mafia intrigue are only conveyed through the knowing gazes and intentionally vague conversations familiar to any crime
film aficionado, the tension Roskam escalates through the piece
compensated so thoroughly that
the audience never wants for
structure.
The shady mafioso deal and
the seedy world that Roskam’s
characters inhabit serve as McGuffins for Schoenaerts’ performance. The beautiful wide angle
shots of the Belgian landscape
and the blurred, shadowed shots
of characters in action create a
decidedly contemporary aesthetic wrapper for Jacky’s personal,
muted sorrow.
Moving, tragic flashbacks
abound as we discover Jacky’s violent genesis. Often in slow motion to emphasize their traumatizing effects on the young boy,
the scenes serve as the film’s only
exposition, ranging from earli-

er moments outside of Belgian
brothels and Jacky learning how
to inject cattle with DES (Diethylstilbestrol, an illegal growth
enhancer) from his father, to being viciously assaulted by a gang
of boys led by the son of the hormone supplier.
Ultimately, the cast of characters that orbit Schoenaerts are
never fully fleshed out and remain ancillary to the Bronsonesque character study of Jacky’s
emotional decent.
However, the film’s intensity,
boldness and non-typical subject

matter—given neo-noire’s tropic
reliance on the recreational drug
trade—merit multiple viewings
of the film.
Belgium’s official nomination
for the Best Foreign Language
Oscar (see The Trail’s review of
the winner, A Separation, in the
February 24 issue), Roskam’s
Bullhead heralds its director as
a powerful new voice in the nascent genre, and Schoenaerts as
an invaluable talent that the Belgian film industry cannot afford
to ignore.
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